For this unit I intend to use the MaxMSP patch I put together in the Hybridized Practice unit to create a performance piece, in collaboration with two dancers in Argentina. Gonzalo Orihuela and Solange Chapperon are professional tango dancers who set up CETA (El Centro Experimental de Tango Arte: the Centre of Experimental Tango Art) in Buenos Aires. I approached them whilst they were visiting this country to teach and perform at a tango festival in the UK. They are interested in working with me on this project with the aim of creating a piece that they can perform at the Buenos Aires Tango Festival in February.
The patch I wrote tracks the shadows of the dancers and uses the coordinate information to locate the centre of mathematically generated ripples, which are then projected back onto the floor.  In essence, I built an interactive dance floor.

I intend to work with the dancers to develop the patch. That could mean trying to make it more sensitive to the particular movements synonymous with tango, it could be altering the programme to generate a greater variety of imagery.  I’m also interested to see how working with the programme will change the way they dance, leading them to find the choreography that creates beautiful patterns. And to see how working with them will lead me in directions I wouldn’t have thought to go by myself, to see how collaboration changes my creative practice.
This cross continental collaboration will encourage us to investigate ways in which technology and digital media can facilitate and even aid our working together. I’ll be looking into setting up a blog which we can all contribute to, putting material on a website, using on-line chat and e-mail, possibly streaming video. I’ll be paying attention to the advantages and disadvantages of collaborating over distance, overcoming geographical and linguistic (Spanish/English) communication barriers.
